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IM THE CLAIMS: 

Following is a replacement claim set: 

1 . (currently amended) A method for selecting a printer for printing a print job, the method 
comprising: 

identifying one or more attributes of the print job; 

associating an attribute bit setting fo r e ach of the on e or more identified attributes; 

matchin g the one or more attribute bit settings of the print job with attributes listed in an 
attribute-printer assignment table: 

identifying the printer from the attribute-printer assi gnment table designated to handle 
print jobs by having the matching one or m ore attribute bit settings: and 

directing r tt sing usor dofinod instruction s? the print job to [[a]] the identified printer 
oapablo of handling the ono or moro attribut e s , 

2. (original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

generating the plurality of print jobs using one or more application programs running in a 
computer that is in communication with one or more printers. 

3. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the one or more attributes are selected 
from file type, application identity, color content, print resolution, page size [[and]] or 
combinations thereof. 

4. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the attribute-printer assignment table 
comprises a list of available printers and the attributes a ssociated with each of the available 
printers, the method further comprising: 

entering the us e r d e fined instructions the list of available printers and the attribut es 
associated with each of the available printers through a graphical user interface. 
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5. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 [[4]}, wherein fre attribute bit setting for each of 
the one or more identified attributes is set bv an app lication urogram or a printer handler. &fthef 
comprising; 

identifying tho available printers; and 

assigning on e or more of tho availabl e printers for uso with print jobs having tho ono or 
more attributes. 

6. (currently amended) The method of claim 5, further comprising: 

storing the attribute-printer assignment table user dofmod instructions in memory for 
access by the printer handler* 

7. (cancelled) 

8. (currently amended) A computer program product including instructions embodied on a 
computer readable medium for selecting a printer for printing a print job, the instructions 
comprising: 

identifying instructions for identifying one or more attributes of the print job; 
associating instructions for associating an attribute bit setting fo r each of the one or more 
identified attributes; 

matching instructions for matching the on e or more attribute bit settings of the print job 
with attributes listed in an attribute-printer assi gnment table: 

identifying instructions for identifying the printer from the attribute -printer assignment 
table designated to handle print jobs bv having the matching one or more attribute bit settings: 
and 

usordofinod instructions for directing instructions for directing ^- using user defined 
instructions, the print job to [[a]] the identified printer capabl e of handling tho ono or more 
attribut e s . 

9. (original) The computer program product of claim 8, further comprising: 
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generating instructions for generating the plurality of print jobs, wherein the generating 
instructions are capable of running one or more application programs in communication with one 
or more printers. 

10. (currently amended) The computer program product of claim 8, wherein the one or more 
attributes are selected from file type, application identity, color content, print resolution, page size 
[[arid]] or combinations thereof. 

1 1 . (currently amended) The computer program product of claim 8, wherein the attribute-printer 
assi gnment table comprises a list of available printers and the att ributes associated with each of 
the available printers, the computer program product further comprising: 

entering instructions for entering tho user definod matruotionfl the list of available printers 
and the attributes associated with each of the available printers throu gh a graphical user interface. 

12. (currently amended) The computer program product of claim [[8]] UL wherein the attribute 
bit setting for each of the one or more identified attribut es is set bv an application program or a 
printer handler farther o o mprisinft: 

identifying instructions for identifying availabl e printoro; and 

aQQigninginfltruotioDs for assigning ono or mor e of tho availablo print e rs forufio with jobs 
having tho ono or moro attribut e s * 

13. (currently amended) The computer program product of claim 1 2, further comprising: 

data storage and retrieval inotructions for enabling ono or moro printer handlers to acc e ss 
tho uoor dofinod instructions 

storing instructions for storing the attribute-printer assignment table in mem ory for access 
bv the printer handler . 

14. (cancelled) 
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